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Psalm 8
Opening: What experiences have brought you to the place where you feel your life is
infinitesimally small? What experiences bring you to the place where you feel that life
truly is all about you and what you want to be or do?
Discussion: Pastors Dan Meyer and Pete Stearns both presented ideas on the
existence of humankind.
• How does the statement, “Life is all about God.” strike you? How does this make you
feel?
• “God doesn’t exist for our purposes; we exist for His purposes.” What do you know
of God’s purposes? Does the statement about our existence excite you, diminish you,
or somewhere in between?
• Referencing Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Pastor Pete challenged us to live into our purpose
of loving and enjoying God. How do you enjoy God? How are you loving Him well?
• How do the purposes of sharing in the governance of creation or serving as
ambassadors of His Kingdom, inspire you?
Diamonds in God’s Hands:
Pastor Dan used diamonds to illustrate our existence. He first stated: “Diamonds are
forever…this world is getting you ready for an even larger life to come.” (I Cor. 7:31;
Phi 3:20).
• What are you doing in this world that is training you for the life to come?
• What in this world is testing you for the world to come?
Secondly, Pastor Dan reminded us that “Diamonds don’t have a luminescence of their
own—.”
• Whose light are you in front of, for which you are reflecting?
• To reflect God’s radiance and love, in what ways do you regularly place yourself
before Him?
Thirdly, “diamonds need work before they shine.” Tumbling, abrasive solutions,
chiseling are all part of every diamonds life.
• What have been your experiences of tumbling, abrasion or chiseling? How have
these experiences shaped you?
• While enduring pain, how hard is it to feel God’s love and care in the shaping?
Lastly, Dan shared a story describing the truth that “diamonds don’t come cheap.”
• How does Jesus’ incarnation, death and resurrection give worth and value to your
heart and soul?
• How can you, in turn, extend God’s love to the people in your home and workplace
and to the neediest places of this world?
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Pastor Pete concluded with this quote from WonderWoman:
“I used to want to save the world. To end war and bring peace to mankind. But then, I
glimpsed the darkness that lives within their light. I learned that inside every one of
them, there will always be both. The choice each must make for themselves something no hero will ever defeat. I've touched the darkness that lives in between the
light. Seen the worst of this world, and the best. Seen the terrible things men do to
each other in the name of hatred, and the lengths they'll go to for love. Now I know.
Only love can save this world. So I stay. I fight, and I give... for the world I know can be.
This is my mission, now. Forever.”
• What is stirred in you from this quote?
• How have you responded to God’s invitation (Mark 12:30-31; I John 4:12), to
participate in His redemptive mission of love? What have you received from God to
move forward in His redemptive work? What actions will this love take on for you?
What postures will be helpful in living out this mission?
Practice of the Week: Hospitality
To be a safe person who offers others grace, shelter and the presence of Jesus
• Reaching out to and receiving the stranger or the enemy with the hope that he or she
might be transformed
• Loving, not entertaining, the guest, neighbor, friend, family member
• Welcoming others into your clique, group, tribe, squad, club, life
Additional Resources:
The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren
SelfLess: Living Your Part in the Big Story of God by Megan Marshman

We’d love to hear from you!
If you have thoughts, questions, comments, ideas on how to make these study guides
more meaningful for you and your group, please let us know.
We would also LOVE to hear how God is using these Scriptures and study guides in your lives.
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