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Exodus 14:15-29; Luke 24:13-35
Opening: When have you experienced something of the miraculous? Share this story
with your group. While listening to others’ stories, what are you feeling and/or
thinking?
Discussion: Pastors Lisa Capozzoli and Tracey Bianchi both presented miracles from the
Old and New Testaments. Then they gave us several things to ponder.
• What is a miracle? How would you define this term? Do you think there is a purpose
to miracles? If so, what?
Our Part in Today’s Miracles:
Pastor Lisa commented: “Yet today…when we do hear reports of miracles, we as
Christians are skeptical.“ Pastor Tracey added, “We often refuse to believe in actual
miracles.”
• Looking at our culture, how well do you agree/disagree with these conclusions?
• How do you reconcile this statement of Pastor Tracey’s, “In our age of skepticism, we
have a hard time believing these things actually happen …MEANWHILE, we pray and
beg for these things to happen in our own lives and wonder why God does not
appear?”
• What does this say about us and our relationship with God?
God’s Part: Open or Closed System? Pastor Tracey had us think about our view of the
universe. God either created the universe, closed it up and stepped back, or he left it
open with the possibility for divine intervention.
• What are your thoughts regarding our universe? Do you believe we are we an open
or closed system? Why?
• How does your answer to the above question affect your view of God and the nature
of his character?
Miracles as Signs:
The Bible never uses the word miracle. The closest word scripture uses is sign. Sign
points us in another direction. Pastor Tracey stated, “God’s miraculous works were
never for our personal pleasure or gain. Miracles are signs. They point us to God’s
sovereignty and active participation in the world.” She gave us three take-aways:
1. Miracles confirm God’s power and presence.
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• When reading or hearing of miracles, how do you see more of God, his character or
his purposes for the world?
• How does seeing miracles as signs, impact the way you pray for miracles?
2. Miracles point to the Providence of God.
• How does one gain confidence in the providence of God?
• How do you cling to the truth that God is still active, present and good, even if a
miracle prayed for doesn’t happen?
3. We must wake up to God’s Presence every day. Pastor Lisa added, “God is at work in
the ordinary day-to-day events of our lives, working endlessly for Kingdom purposes.”
• How could you become more fully aware of the active work that God is doing in your
life and in the world today?
• How could you cultivate an ongoing attentiveness to the Divine presence in your life?
What do you think keeps you from discerning God’s presence?
• How willing are you to let God interrupt your everyday life?
• How does discerning the presence of God in your life within the context of
community, comfort or encourage you?

Practice of the Week: Practicing the Presence - to develop a continual openness and
awareness of Christ’s presence living in you.
• Develop a rhythm that brings God to mind throughout the day.
• Carry or place symbols in your home or office to remind you of Christ’s presence.
Additional Resources:
Practicing the Presence of God by Brother Lawrence
Miracles:What They Are, Why They Happen, and How They Can Change Your Life by
Eric Metaxas
We’d love to hear from you!
If you have thoughts, questions, comments, ideas on how to make these study guides
more meaningful for you and your group, please let us know.
We would also LOVE to hear how God is using these Scriptures and study guides in your lives.
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