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Matthew 5:9
Opening: Create some “beatitudes” for the self-exalting, Christ-denying culture we live in
today. In contrast, paraphrase some of the beatitudes Jesus gives for the Christ-exalting and
self-denying kingdom he is ushering in (see The Message for ideas).
Discussion: Pastors Pete Stearns, Rick Glyman and Lisa Capozzoli guided us through the
seventh beatitude on peacemakers. (Quotes are from our pastors unless otherwise noted.)
Peace
• “In Hebrew, the word for peace is Shalom—which means everything which makes for a man's
highest good. Shalom is a broad term related to health, harmony, and wholeness.” What
would you add or emphasize in this definition of peace/shalom?
• “Eirene is the Greek word for peace, derived from the verb eiro which means to bind or join
together that which is broken or divided.” What does this definition stir up in your heart or
mind?
• “The peace which the Bible calls blessed does not come from the evasion of issues; it comes
from facing them, dealing with them, and conquering them.” What is your tendency … to
evade or to face issues? Why?
Peacemaking (2 Corinthians 5: 16-20)
• “…we are no longer bound by the expectations of the world, but instead are living within a
new framework.” From the 2 Corinthians passage, what ministry or message has God given
to us? How does this new framework excite you?
• “A peacemaker is someone who is actively seeking to reconcile people to God and to one
another.“ How actively are you in seeking this for yourself and/or others?
• “Peacemaking is messy and wrenching work. It takes time and a lot of emotional energy. The
work is risky. And, sometimes we fall. We get bruised.…” What has peacemaking looked like
for you? Have you have experienced this messiness in your life?
Cultivating Peace (Matthew 5:23-25,18:15-20; Romans 12:16-19; Ephesians 4:25-26)
• “Start with Humility…Pray..…Talk to God.” Where do you typically start when tensions rise
within you or within our culture?
• What do you think of the David Fitch approach? “Based on scripture, my prayer life and
what I saw last week, I believe God is saying _____, and I submit to you. Are you seeing /
feeling what I am?” How difficult or easy would this be for you?
• “Evaluate the problem not the person. Clarify don’t confront. Cooperate as much as
possible. Emphasize reconciliation not resolution. Reconciliation is more crucial than being
right.” What do you find helpful in these suggestions?
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• “Many times, we just need Jesus to heal our wounds, to help us to forgive, to restore us so
that we can be restorative and forgiving to others.” How have you experienced this in your
life?
• David Fitch—“The practice of reconciliation, presumes there is more going on here than
merely what happens between two or more persons in a room. If we submit together to his
name, Jesus says, ‘I am there among you’ (Mt. 18:20). In this practice, a social reality is
birthed where his presence is sacramentally made real.” What hope and beauty do you see in
this new reality?
For they shall be called children of God
• Wm. Barclay— ”Blessed are the peace-makers, for they shall be doing a God-like work." The
Message— “You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of
compete or fight. That’s when you discover who you really are, and your place in God’s
family.” Which of these paraphrases captures your attention? Why?
• “Jesus says that those who are peacemakers will be known and recognized as to who they
really are – children of God who live in God’s light, grace and love and are willing and able to
share God’s light, grace, and love with others.” How does this inspire you to live into being a
peacemaker?
Practice of the Week: Read/Sing/Meditate on St. Francis’ prayer throughout the week.
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.

O divine Spirit,

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;

where there is injury, pardon;

to be understood as to understand;

where there is doubt, faith;

to be loved as to love.

where there is despair, hope;

For it is in giving that we receive,

where there is darkness, light;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

and where there is sadness, joy.

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Family Faith Formation: Google St. Francis. Talk about his ministry. Read, pray and sing his prayer
before mealtime this week.
Additional Resources:
The Divine Conspiracy:Rediscovering our Hidden Life in God by Dallas Willard
We’d love to hear from you!
If you have thoughts, questions, comments, ideas on how to make these study guides
more meaningful for you and your group, please let us know.
We also enjoy hearing how God is using these scriptures and study guides in your lives.
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