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Matthew 5:1-3 and Luke 6:20
Opening: Describe the attitude or posture of a learner. Describe a time when you were
a learner that brought you great joy?
Discussion: This week we begin a new series on the beatitudes. Pastors Tracey Bianchi
and Eric Camfield led us through the first of these attitudes. Quotes are from either of
them unless otherwise noted.
Shock Factor Read Matthew 5: 1-11
• “These concepts were as unexpected then as they are today…” What types of
concepts are you drawn to today? What concepts is our culture drawn to today?
• "Jesus preached a message of a new kingdom and came offering new life.” How
ready are you to receive something new and different?
• “Jesus puts forth 8 ideas that frankly, sound awful and completely contrary to what
was prized and desired then and now…The Beatitudes would have shocked the
crowd gathered.” What is your response to these eight ideas?
• In this sermon, “Jesus was declaring who was in the kingdom and who was not in the
kingdom. This had everyone’s attention…” Do you think this topic captures the
attention of our culture today? What does this topic of ‘in’ or ‘out’ stir in you?
Blessed
• What do you think ‘blessed’ means? What is it connected to for you? What emotions
are brought along in with this word for you?
• Eric and Tracey described ‘blessed’ as finding favor with God; enjoying His presence
and experiencing his approval and fullness in life. It is not connected to happiness or
material possessions. Would you describe yourself as being blessed? How have you
experienced this?
• Would you prefer to seek happiness or blessedness?
Poor In Spirit
• “Jesus suggested that there is a posture, a position that the poor inhabit that we
must understand if we are indeed to find favor with God." What have you learned
from being economically poor? What have you learned from others who experience
being economically poor?
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• Eric and Tracey described being poor in Jesus’ day in various ways: the poor had no
voice, they were insignificant to the culture, desperate for justice and provision and
dependent on God. How would you describe being poor today?
• How does your trust in your finances or your work or relationships hinder or help your
relationship with God?
• Tracey added that “the word ‘poor’ in Greek in this context means: those who are
bent over, begging, expectantly, ready to receive.” What would it be like for you to
take on this posture before God? What do you think you are begging for and in
desperate need of?
• What have you discovered about the kind of life…the kind of attitude that places you
in the position to receive God’s grace?
For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.
• “Not a far off place that we will get to one day, but an experience of God’s reign
right here, right now. The Beatitudes are not meant to be threats but instead, to paint
the picture of a new community.” What does this envision for you?
• Brennan Manning —“Awareness of our poverty and ineptitude causes us to rejoice in
the gift of being called out of darkness into wondrous light and translated into the
kingdom of God's beloved Son.” How have you come to this awareness of poverty
and experienced the joy of being translated into God’s kingdom?
• Tracey concluded reminding us that Jesus was totally dependent on the Father. How
are you and I going to follow his example moving forward?
Practice of the Week: to be poor in spirit
• Be aware of the things in your life that keep you desperate for God’s mercy and grace
• Express gratitude for those moments you are dependent on God
• Look for the Kingdom of God around you and add to its beauty
Additional Resources:
The Beatitudes:Developing Spiritual Character by John Stott
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount by Oswald Chambers
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount by Martyn Lloyd-Jones
We’d love to hear from you!
If you have thoughts, questions, comments, ideas on how to make these study guides
more meaningful for you and your group, please let us know.
We also enjoy hearing how God is using these scriptures and study guides in your lives.
Kathy Woods: kwoods@cc-ob.org • Eric Haskins: ehaskins@cc-ob.org
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