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Matthew 5:7

Opening: How do you think our culture values mercy? How does our culture value justice? 

Discussion: Pastors Dan Meyer and Dave Bianchin guided us through the fifth beatitude on 
mercy. (Quotes are from our pastors unless otherwise noted.) 

The Beatitudes 
• “This beatitude begins the second half of the beatitudes. The first section speaks of the 

inward attitudes…” What do you think the second half of the beatitudes deal with (mercy, 
purity of heart, peacemaking, persecution)? 

• The Bible calls us to obedience in a few ways: through parables or commands in scripture or 
a description of God’s character that we are to emulate. Reading Psalm 103:10, what 
attribute is this describing and how does this impact you? 

The Sacred Triangle —Mercy, Grace and Justice 

• “Justice is about giving people what they deserve. Grace is about giving people a good they 
don’t deserve. Mercy is about not giving people the bad they do deserve.” Is this how you 
have understood these three terms? Which of these words tugs at your heart most and why? 

• “When you understand justice and experience grace, it prepares you to recognize mercy and 
grasp how wonderful it is.” How have you recognized this in your life?  

• When and from whom have you received mercy? In what ways do you practice mercy? 

The Convergence at the Cross of Christ (Ephesians 2:1-5) 

• “The central story of the Christian faith is about the convergence of these three realities – 
Justice, Grace, and Mercy – at the Cross of Christ.” How do you see justice, grace and mercy 
demonstrated at the Cross? 

• “As William Shakespeare confessed in his famous play, The Merchant of Venice: “In the 
course of justice, none of us should see salvation...” What thoughts or feelings does this stir 
in you? 

• “Think about the posture of God toward humankind. He sent Jesus to redeem us—God’s 
mercy flows from His great love for us.” How do you process God’s great love for you? To 
what posture does this bring you before God? 
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• “There’s a huge value in having some idea of how we will be treated in any situation… God’s 
mercy flows from his consistent character.” How does knowing this truth open you up before 
God in repentance?  

Does the Cross Make a Difference? (Matthew 18:21-35) 

• “We don’t understand how badly we need mercy… We have been forgiven a huge amount: 
our sin is ugly and offensive and death-giving. We minimize, ignore, recalculate and 
rationalize our sin.” How do you understand your need for mercy? 

• “It usually takes something costly, difficult and sacrificial to wear down the rough edges of 
our rationalization of sin and self-orientation.” What has God used in your life to shape your 
perspective on sin and mercy? 

• “There are surely times when we ought to demand justice and accountability from the people 
we know who have bogged themselves down in black muck due to their own stupidity or 
arrogance.” How do you discern what’s needed, when?  

• “Blessed are those who do not give others the bad they do deserve. For mercy begets 
mercy. In a world of growing self- righteousness and hostility,” how will you treat others? How 
will you freely give mercy, as a recipient of great mercy? 

• “Being merciful is an attitude and an action.“ What might our world be like if we became 
mercy extenders? 

Practice of the Week: Be merciful to others 
• When someone wrongs you this week, be mindful of your gut reaction. Become self-aware. 
• When a wrong is observed, be slow to speak and quick to extend mercy. How does this feel? 

Family Faith Formation: Talk about justice and mercy. Make up a fun rule for the week to demonstrate 
the difference. For example, if your child whines the word ‘mom’, they will have to draw you a picture of 
a flower. First day upon whining the word ‘mom’ have them draw you a flower (justice).  The next day 
upon whining, you draw the flower for them (mercy). 

Additional Resources:  
The Divine Conspiracy:Rediscovering our Hidden Life in God by Dallas Willard 

We’d love to hear from you! 
If you have thoughts, questions, comments, ideas on how to make these study guides  

more meaningful for you and your group, please let us know. 
We also enjoy hearing how God is using these scriptures and study guides in your lives. 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