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Matthew 5:10-12 and Luke 6:22
Opening: How easy or hard is it for you to swim upstream…to go against the current or

popular trends? Can you share an example of a time you pushed against the values of
our world? How did that feel for you?
Discussion: Pastor Dan Meyer guided us through the final beatitude. (Quotes are from
our pastor unless otherwise noted.)

Be Part of the Kingdom Revolution (Matthew 5:1-12)

• Review all the beatitudes. Which of the beatitudes continues to tug at your heart? Which of
these beatitudes have you recently truly begun to live into?
• Which is TheAttitude you know you most need to grow in from that list?
• How could you live more fully by the orientation of the beatitudes? What do you need to
receive from God to push against the contrasting values of our world?

Expect to Be Persecuted For It

• “In his final Beatitude, Jesus tells us that the natural result of presenting a contrasting witness
to the present government of this world will be to find that world opposing us.” Have you
experienced such opposition? If so, what contrasting witness were you presenting?
• “If you are truly living by the values of the Kingdom of Heaven, expect to be persecuted.”
How could this expectation help you as you enter the world and engage others?
• “…if you are not meeting resistance from people because you are a follower of Jesus, then it
may mean you need to check whether you are actually following Jesus.” What thoughts does
this statement provoke in you?
• “…important clarification here. Conflict with other people is not necessarily because you are
living by the Kingdom’s values…We should be careful before claiming to be persecuted…”
What is the only reason in which one can claim being persecuted?
• Have you ever found yourself being persecuted because you were aligned with Jesus?
Would you share what that experience was like for you?
• “Persecution is the Old Government’s resistance to the approach of a New Administration. It
is the pushback that sin, evil, and ignorance gives…to the approach of Jesus or a life truly
lived like Jesus.” Do you feel this resistance even within yourself? How do you pushback?
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• Eugene Peterson- “The community of God's people has survived in all of these cultures and
civilizations but always as a minority, always marginal to the mainstream, never statistically
significant.” What is your reaction to this quote? How have you experienced this?
• Read Matthew 5:13-16. “Focus instead on how salty you are, how visible your light is.
Because if you don’t lose your saltiness and you don’t let your light get snuffed out, I will use
you and people like you to transform the tables and rooms of this world.” How does this
focus inspire you and give you hope?
• If we understand righteousness as the fresh power given by God to really live by The
Attitudes, then what role does prayer need to play in all this? And what posture is needed in
these prayers?
• “– these seven orientations are the salty, brilliant signs of the New Government under which
we live.” How does the way you live, reveal the New Government which now rules your
heart?
• What is the blessing and promise for those who are persecuted because of righteousness?
Practice of the Week: Pray the beatitudes this week. Receive the grace needed daily.
Lord, help me be…
• deeply aware of my need of grace (poor in spirit)
• truly present to loss and people in pain (mourn)
• gentle and wise in my use of power (meek)
• aching to be aligned with what’s right (hunger and thirst for righteousness)
• slow to punish and quick to forgive (merciful)
• undivided in my focus on knowing and pleasing you (pure in heart)
• and working to reconcile relationships… (peacemakers)
…that others may see the difference this makes and glorify you, our Father, who art in heaven.
In the name of Jesus. Amen.
Family Faith Formation: This week, at bedtime, pray one of the beatitudes over your child each night.
Additional Resources:
The Divine Conspiracy:Rediscovering our Hidden Life in God by Dallas Willard
We’d love to hear from you!
If you have thoughts, questions, comments, ideas on how to make these study guides
more meaningful for you and your group, please let us know.
We also enjoy hearing how God is using these scriptures and study guides in your lives.
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