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Opening: What intentional steps are you going to take this Fall to move forward in 
your faith? Where or how do you best connect with Jesus?  

Today's guest speaker is Rev. Dr. Douglas G. Pratt. Rev. Dr. Pratt is Senior Pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church in Bonita Springs, Florida where he leads a congregation of approximately 2,500 
members. He earned his Doctorate of Ministry from Fuller Theological Seminary and has completed 
post-graduate studies in nonprofit management at the University of Pittsburgh. His congregations have 
published two anthologies of his sermons: “A Replica of Greatness” (2000) and “Words of Hope” (2014). 
In 2015 the congregation of First Presbyterian launched an innovative partnership with Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary to provide full-tuition scholarships and an intensive onsite mentorship for Master of 
Divinity candidates.  

Discussion: 
• What have you been thinking about since you heard this week’s guest speaker? Why? 

  
• What particularly excited, challenged, disturbed, or encouraged you from what was shared? 

  
• Name a key way you can live in response to what was shared this week. 

Practice of the Week: Teachability 
-Remain a life-long learner and refrain from snap-judgments. 
-Listen more, talk less. Ask questions that lead to deeper awareness of God. 

Family Faith Formation: Learn something new with your children. Get caught up in the 
wonder of God’s creation or your child’s homework assignments. 

Additional Resources: 
The Knowledge of the Holy: The Attributes of God  by A.W. Tozer 
Soulful Spirituality: Becoming Fully Alive and Deeply Human by David G. Benner 

We’d love to hear from you!  
If you have thoughts, questions, comments, ideas on how to make these study guides  

more meaningful for you and your group, please let us know.  
We also enjoy hearing how God is using these scriptures and study guides in your lives. 

Kathy Woods: kwoods@christchurch.us • Eric Haskins: ehaskins@christchurch.us  
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