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John 1: 1-4; 18 

Opening: If you were a scientist, what questions would you want to explore and research? Pretend 
you are a philosopher. What questions of reality, life and the morality of this world, would you be 
asking?  

Discussion: Read John 1: 1-4 and 18 together. 
Pastor Dan Meyer told us a story about the boy, Albert Einstein. Einstein was convinced that 
“somewhere beneath the visible layer of life there must be a deep hidden order, a sublimely 
intelligent agency.” 
• What convinces you that there might be an intelligent agency or order underlying this visible layer 

of life? 

Pastor Dan went on to share some of the ancient thoughts and theories of Greeks and Jews 
regarding this underlying reality. “Unlike the Greeks, the Jews believed that Ultimate Reality was not 
a principle or particle but a person.”  
• How do you connect science or philosophy with what you believe of God?   

In the gospel reading for today, Pastor Dan commented: “John is saying that the great intelligent 
force (Logos) the Greeks believe invisibly underlies everything is actually the same reality as the Jews 
have been worshipping.“ The apostle John captured the attention of both the Greeks and the Jews 
in how he wrote the Christmas story, relating it to the intelligent force they were seeking.  
• Given this background, how does John’s version of the Christmas story captivate you? 

Re-read John 1:14 and 18  Pastor Dan shared these words: “This is the major meaning of 
Christmas. Because of Jesus, you and I no longer have to speculate or theorize about what God is 
like.”     

• Describe your current image or understanding of God? 

• From what you know and experience of Jesus, what must God be like?   

• How accurate do you think your image of God is? How does mystery factor into your image of 
God? 
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• What gets in the way of keeping a mysterious element to your understanding of God?  

• How could listening to others expand or re-shape your view of God? 

Pastor Dan concluded with “You don’t have to wonder if God exists or what he is like or if you 
matter to him…– God loves you and intends for you to pass that love on.” 

• What causes you to wonder whether or not God exists or if you matter to Him? 

•  How will you create space to receive God’s love for you, during this final and busy week of 
Advent?  

• What are some tangible ways you could express God’s love to others this week? 

Practice of the Week: 
Worship- to honor and adore the Trinity as the supreme treasure of life.  To expand your view of 
God, create or search online for a list of attributes or names of God, with scripture references.  Read 
them through.  Pray these back to God to prepare your heart for Christmas. 

Additional Resources: 
Unwrapping the Names of Jesus: an Advent Devotional by Asheritah Ciuciu (includes interactive 
family ideas) 

 

We’d love to hear from you! 
If you have thoughts, questions, comments, ideas on how to make these study guides  

more meaningful for you and your group, please let us know. 
We would also LOVE to hear how God is using these Scriptures and study guides in your lives. 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