Mystery | He Came To and Through the Poor • Week One • Dec. 3, 2017
John 1:6-8; 19-28
Opening: What comes to mind when you hear the word mystery? What TV mystery shows were/are
your favorite? Why do you think we are captivated by mysteries?
Discussion: Read together John 1:6-8; 19-28
Pastor Dan Meyer gave us some thoughts on our first Christmas mystery: why did God choose to
come to the poor?
• What are your ideas in solving this mystery?
• What are your thoughts, attitudes or perspectives on the poor?
• Why do you think God chose to move into this poor neighborhood?
Pastor Meyer stated: “The story of Christmas is that God loves to supply transforming power to
people who know they are spiritually poor.”
• How would you describe being ‘spiritually poor’?
• What other scriptures help you understand the idea of being ‘spiritually poor’?
• Where do you find yourself in this description?
• How does this make you feel?
•
•

In what ways are you relying upon God’s transforming power this season?
Which spiritual practices would help you receive this transforming grace?

Pastor Dan challenged us to reject the desire to display our own accomplishments and take up the
idea of becoming clear channels for God’s light to move through us towards others, especially the
poor.
• In what ways could you bring grace to others this season?
• How could you bring God’s light into a dark situation?
• How might you come alongside another to see them flourish?
•
•
•

How do you feel about being a channel of God’s love and light to the poor around us?
Jesus lived among the poor. How could you get proximate to the poor in our area?
What could you learn from the poor this Christmas season?

Lastly, Dan asked us to confess that we are poor and move toward Christ who will make us truly
rich.
• How well do you know yourself as ‘poor’?
• How does it feel to sit in this reality? How could sitting in this reality be helpful or hurtful?
• What does Christ offer to take us out of our poverty to being rich?
• What do we need to be and/or do to receive Christ’s offer?
Practice of the week:
Humility- to become like Jesus in his willingness to choose the hidden way of love rather than the
way of power.
• Refrain from image management; deliberately keep silent about accomplishments,
talents and activities done.
• Look around. Listen to others of other cultures or backgrounds. Ask yourself, “What
am I seeing? hearing? learning? What’s my reaction to what I see and hear?”
Journal your thoughts.
• Purpose this Christmas season to better the lives of others.
Additional Resources:
The Very Good Gospel: How everything wrong can be made right. by Lisa Sharon Harper
When Helping Hurts: How to alleviate poverty without hurting the poor…and yourself. by
Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert

We would love your feedback!
If you have any thoughts, questions, comments, ideas on how to make these study guides more
meaningful for you and your group please let us know.
We would also LOVE to hear how God is using these study guides in your lives.
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