HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE
"All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness, so that the man and woman of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” - 2 Timothy 3:16-17
The Bible reveals who God is, who we are, and why we are here. Through Bible study we gain
insights into God, human nature, and God’s will for all creation. Studying the Scripture can
equip, guide, and reveal how to live in life-giving ways that deepen our friendship with God
and others. The benefits of Bible study are directly related to how open, attentive, and
obedient we are to what we read.
Jesus exemplified the love of God’s Word in every area of his life. He used Scripture to: answer
those who tested him, resist temptation, find guidance, encourage his heart, comfort others,
explain his actions, and, ultimately, face his own death.
Experiment With These Methods: There are many ways to be fed from the Scriptures. Try
each of these methods over time and see how God uses them in your life.
7 The Artist Method: When reading ANY passage of Scripture, consider the following three
questions as you read
• 1. What speaks to my heart here?
• Draw a heart next to the word that speaks to your heart.
• 2. What new thought or idea comes to me?
• Draw a light bulb next to the new thought or idea.
• 3. What does Scripture move me to do?
• Draw a hand next to the action you want to take.
• Now, consider how you can live into one of these insights today. Share your insights with a
friend.
The Detective Method
When reading a STORY passage, let the narrative take shape in your mind’s eye...
1. Observe all the facts. Imagine the scene. Ask the who, when, where, what questions
that detail what is going on here.
2. Interpret the facts. Ask the why and wherefore questions. What meaning did the
words or actions have for the characters?
3. Then apply your study to your own life. What meaning do the words or actions have
for you? Ask how will this change my life? What is my “take-away"here?
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The Treasure Seeker Method
When reading ANY passage of Scripture consider the following application questions...
1. Is there an example here for me to follow?
2. Is there a promise to claim?
3. Is there a command to obey?
4. Is there a truth to be applied?
5. Is there a prayer here for me to pray?
6. Is there a sin to be confessed?
7. Is there a question God is asking me?
The Student-of—Jesus Method
Before you plunge into the Old Testament, be sure to read one of the Gospels and try to
discover all you can about Jesus. Ask yourself the following questions...
1. What seems important to Jesus?
2. What questions does Jesus ask people?
3. What questions do people ask Jesus?
4. What do you admire about Jesus' character?
5. What attitudes/behaviors does Jesus commend?
6. How is Jesus different from other leaders?
7. What claims does Jesus make about himself?
8. What does Jesus say his Father is like?
9. What does Jesus say the kingdom of God/heaven IS like?
10. How does what you discover encourage or challenge you?
Additional Bible Study Resources
• BibleProject.com: Creative, captivating and informative short videos on every book of the
Bible along with videos on key words and themes.
• Bilblegateway.com: A Favorite desktop Bible Study Page.
• The Bible App: A favorite for mobile devices.
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