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John 11: 38-40

Seasonal Focus: We are in the season of Lent, where for centuries, people across all different faith traditions
set aside these weeks for the purpose of deep spiritual reflection, humility, learning, prayer,
and placing themselves before God in a way that would shape them.

Opening: What are some of your favorite fragrances and why? How do you respond to smells
you dislike?
Discussion: Read John 11:38-40. This weekend, Pastors Dan Meyer, Eric Camfield and Dave
Bianchin led us through the messy and smelly portion of the Lazarus story.
1. Jesus has the Power to Transform Us (Rom 7: 6,15, 18b-19, 24 and 25; John 15:5, 26;
I Corinthians 3:5-7))
• What does Jesus bring us and/or offer us and how does this meet up with human need?
• If God is in charge of our transformation, what is our role in the process?
• If the call is to change, why do you think we do not see more transformation in our lives?
2. Transformation Requires Looking Inside
• “We can’t avoid the messiness of our sin, and we can’t shield ourselves from it….and it won’t
just go away.” What is your reaction to “getting up-close and personal with stuff that stinks’?
How does this relate to looking inside your own heart?
• “It’s not fun for anyone to face this… stink. But it is an essential step…Change can begin
when we start to name and recognize what is deadly, dead, or decaying inside of us.” Which
words would best describe what you are doing with those deadly, dead or decaying things
inside you: unaware, recognizing, addressing, naming, avoiding, blaming, suppressing or
denying?
• “We have learned to compartmentalize our lives, far too much.” Would you agree or
disagree with this statement? What would you like to do with the untouched ‘smelly’
compartments of your life?
3. Transformation is Best Advanced by Love (Matthew 9:12-13)
• “Jesus’ remarkable behavior in this story is how he moves toward the stink. Think about how
unusual that is.” Why do you think Jesus comes closer to the stink? How does Jesus’
approach affect the receptivity of your heart?
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• “…the story of Lazarus and the history of humanity suggests, that genuine transformation is
more often advanced by an experience of being truly, deeply, and sacrificially loved than
anything else.” How have you experienced this?
• How easy or difficult has it been to find a community where you can be real, find love and
acceptance, and receive support for the good work God is doing in you?
• What could we do more of as a church or small group, to live out the aim of being ‘a
hospital for sinners rather than a club for saints’?
4. Transformation Requires Perseverance (Colossians 3:1-14; Philippians 1:6)
• “Transformation involves death—death to self, death to the past, death to the dreams we
once dreamed apart from God. In the midst of the stink…we press on because we know
that death is the step before resurrection.” (Stephen Smith, The Lazarus Life, p. 97) How
does the confidence of resurrection encourage you to persevere through dying to self?
• How are you seeing glimpses of God’s glory in your transformation or the transformation of
others in your group? How are you coming alongside others in their transformation?
• In Pastor Bianchin’s demonstration as a Luthier (guitar maker), he stated this quote: “I was
alive in the forest; I was cut by the cruel axe. In life I was silent; in death I sweetly sing.”
What does this stir in you in regards to your transformation?
Practice of the Week
Confession: to surrender your sins to the forgiving love of Christ; for renewal and transformation.
•Expose your self-will to Christ’s love and light; repent. Turn your eyes to Jesus in prayer.
•Be in awe of God’s mercy. Rejoice. Receive the Holy Spirit’s love and power for transformation.
•Have compassion toward others in their faults.
•Listen to this week’s Lenten devotional. Text ‘devo’ to 630-206-3230.
Additional Resources:
The Lazarus Life: Spiritual Transformation for Ordinary People by Stephen W. Smith
Life of the Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular World by Henri Nouwen

We’d love to hear from you!
If you have thoughts, questions, comments, ideas on how to make these study guides
more meaningful for you and your group, please let us know.
We would also LOVE to hear how God is using these Scriptures and study guides in your lives.
Kathy Woods: kwoods@cc-ob.org • Eric Haskins: ehaskins@cc-ob.org
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