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Deuteronomy 6:4-9; 11:19
Opening: What thoughts or emotions does the word ‘child’ kick up for you? What
three words would you use to describe a child’s heart?
Discussion: Pastors Rick Glyman, Eric Haskins and Lisa Capozzoli preached this
message for us this weekend. Quotes are from our pastors unless otherwise noted.
The Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4-6)
• In this sermons series on building a sacred home, what phrases have been used to
describe or define ‘home’?
• “The Mezuzah principle encourages us to create sacred spaces for Christ’s love to
flow from the inside out.” What are your thoughts on this as a philosophy of
parenting? What would this require of a parent?
• These verses give a “celebratory calling of attention to God…Now don’t miss where
this goes - It’s calling attention to then LOVE this God of ours… Of all the things that
could have been said - we are told to love… thus, Jesus becomes the hub of our life
and our life radiates out of our relationship with Christ.” How does Jesus as the hub
differ from Jesus being at the top of our priority list? How does this release tensions
and/or free up truly living?
• What do others see and hear from your life that reveal your deep love for God
flowing from the center of who you are? How do others observe you simply trying to
fit God in amongst the other priorities of your life?
Impress Upon Your Children (Deuteronomy 6:7)
• “Parenting is far and away the most significant, noble responsibility any human can
undertake.”How are you using your 3000 hours/year with family to create a sacred
space for your kids to be formed?
• How do you leverage the daily sacred family spaces (wake-up time, meal time,
bedtime, drive time)? What stands in the way of using these moments to build faith?
• “…we are responsible to teach and instruct each of our children in the ways and
teachings of Scripture…” How prepared do you feel to carry out this call?
• “Nothing has more of an impact on your kids’ faith formation than you clearly and
consistently living a Christ-focused, other-loving life in front of them.” In what ways
does this statement challenge you? In what ways might you need to step it up?
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• “Jesus says, ‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.’ This
welcoming, opens up a space where God can work. It is a space where Christ can not
only transform children’s lives, but the adults in the space as well.“ How have you
experienced this to be true for you? How has your heart been transformed by a child?
• Notice the “clear distinction here between God’s call for us to influence and instruct
our children and the human tendency to control or manipulate them.” Where do you
lean in your parenting style, towards influence and instruction or control and
manipulation? In what ways would you like your leaning to change?
Tie them as Symbols - Write them on the doorframe (Deuteronomy 6:8-9)
• “God loves to create things that tell a story…This practice is throughout the
scriptures in big and small ways.” What physical items can you curate around your
home to share and display the stories of your faith?
• “We are called to be a consistent visual reminder of a life that calls attention to the
Presence of God at the center of everything.” How does your life display that God’s
word is inside you, shaping you to love God and others?
Practice of the week: being present to God and one another
• Sit longer with God. Sit longer at the table…chew more slowly, look people in the eyes
• Ask the questions from choice #2 below…of yourself, and others at the table
Family Faith Formation: Choose one of the following for this week: 1. Create something as a
family that points to your love for God. Together make a collage, photo book, poem, song, etc.
Proudly display it in your home. 2. At dinner, bounce around some of these questions: Where
have you seen God today? Where did you see God working? Where did God seem absent?
What questions do you have about God?
Additional Resources:
Sticky Faith by Chap Clark and Kara Powell
Habits of a Child’s Heart by Valerie E. Hess and Marti Watson Garlett

We’d love to hear from you!
If you have thoughts, questions, comments, ideas on how to make these study guides
more meaningful for you and your group, please let us know.
We also enjoy hearing how God is using these scriptures and study guides in your lives.
Kathy Woods: kwoods@cc-ob.org • Eric Haskins: ehaskins@cc-ob.org

